
Preventative Natural
Disaster Measures for

Immigrant Communities in
Los Angeles 

The purpose of this

booklet is to provide

information about

resources that

immigrant families

who are impacted by

natural disasters can

reference.



ABOUT THE IYTF & LA
COUNTY OIA
The Immigrant Youth Task Force at UCLA

(IYTF at UCLA) is  a new init iative made up

of faculty,  staff  and students of different

discipl ines throughout UCLA,  working

towards improving the health of immigrant

youth and their  famil ies in Los Angeles.

The mission is to look at different aspects

of social  determinants of health 

through research:  housing and 

l iv ing conditions,  

employment,  safety and 

shelter,  and 

education.

AFTERMATH OF
THE WOOLSEY FIRE

On November 8 ,  2018 ,  a  f ire broke out in  

the Woolsey region of Mal ibu,  lasting almost two

weeks.  During this t ime,  thousands of homes,

businesses and land were burned to the ground,

leaving many Mal ibu residents homeless,  jobless and

hopeless.  Immigrant famil ies were particular ly

impacted by the f ire,  which destroyed many homes

that served as their  source of employment and left

them without an income.

.

Natural  disasters can disproportionately affect

immigrant communities,  because of the lack of

resources and accessibi l ity they have in case a

devastating event were to occur.  The purpose of this

booklet is  to address concerns that community

members may have,  and provide the proper resources

to ensure preparedness for  any natural  disaster.

RESOURCES

Shelter & Housing

Food & Other Necessities

Legal  & Other Assistance

Employment & Job Security

Health & Well-being

In  summer 2019 ,  IYTF at UCLA sponsored student

interns to assist the LA County Office of

Immigrant Affairs in  identifying ways to 

address the needs of the immigrant 

famil ies in Los Angeles County 

through the creation of

this report.



805 Undocufund

https://805undocufund.org/

Habitat for Humanity

https://www.habitatla.org/

211 LA County

https://www.211la.org/

LA Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA)

https://tinyurl.com/lahsa-cr

Filipino American Services Group

http://www.fasgi.org/

Guadalupe Homeless Project at Dolores Mission

http://www.dolores-mission.org/

S H E L T E R  &
H O U S I N G
A S S I S T A N C E

For any natural disaster,

shelter is one of the biggest

concerns and priorities  for

families. In the case of the

immigrant workers who were

on the clock when the

Woolsey fire broke out, it was

difficult to return back to

their families in the midst of

chaos. Being aware of

shelters and homes nearby is

important to ensuring

families are safe when a

natural disaster strikes.

American Red Cross

https://tinyurl.com/rc-locate

California Office of Emergency Services

http://wildfirerecovery.org/current-incidents/

Transitional Shelter Assistance

https://tinyurl.com/fema-tsa

Federal Emergency Management Agency

https://www.fema.gov/

Individual and Households Program

Hotline: 1(800) 621-3362

California's State Supplemental Grant Program

https://tinyurl.com/cdss-form

LOCAL

GENERAL



Catholic Charities

https://catholiccharitiesla.org/

Hospitality Kitchen

http://www.lacatholicworker.org/visiting-

and-volunteering/soup-kitchen

Grace Resource Center

https://www.graceresources.org/v2-

services

West Valley Food Pantry

https://www.westvalleyfoodpantry.org/

Bible Tabernacle

http://thebibletabernacle.com

Christian Food Center

http://christianfood.org/main/

Food Bank of Southern California

https://www.foodbankofsocal.org/

Food on Foot

https://www.foodonfoot.org/

Help the Children

https://www.helpthechildren.org//

F O O D  &  O T H E R
N E C E S S I T I E S

After shelter and housing, a

basic necessity for human

survival is food. Food is

necessary for life, growth

and health. After a natural

disaster, many families face

food insecurity. Common

concerns consist of meals,

grooming and maintenance,

and clothing themselves.

Thankfully, there are many

local and national services

that assist families with

these needs. 

CalFresh

1(877) 847-3663  | 

 www.benefitscal.org/

Disaster CalFresh

https://tinyurl.com/cdss-cal

Food Banks

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Food-Banks

WIC Nutrition Program

https://tinyurl.com/cdph-wic

CalWorks

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/CalWORKs

LOCAL

GENERAL



CARECEN

https://www.carecen-la.org/

IDEPSCA

https://www.idepsca.org/programs

Inner City Law Center

http://www.innercitylaw.org/

Asian Americans Advancing

Justice

https://www.advancingjustice-la.org/

Esperanza Immigrant Rights

Project

https://www.esperanza-la.org/

Legal Aid Foundation of Los

Angeles

https://lafla.org/

International Rescue Committee

https://www.rescue.org/united-

states/los-angeles-ca

L E G A L  &
O T H E R
A S S I S T A N C E

A main concern that some

immigrant families had after

the Woolsey fire is not

reaching out for assistance

because of their immigration

status. Fear of deportation

prevented families from

getting assistance, and as a

community, this should not

be the case. This sad reality

is why organizations (along

with LA County) work to

ensure individual safety and

security when a crisis occurs.

Legal Services for Immigration

Status

https://tinyurl.com/yxrypltu

State Bar of California

https://tinyurl.com/calbarhelp

Department of Motor Vehicles

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv

Birth, Death & Other Vital Records

https://tinyurl.com/bdm-ovr

Social Security

https://www.ssa.gov/agency/emerge

ncy/

Contractors State License Board

Disaster Hotline

https://tinyurl.com/cslb-clhis

California Department of Housing &

Development

https://tinyurl.com/hcd-mh

LOCAL

GENERAL



Malibu Community Labor Exchange

https://www.malibucommunitylaborexchange.org/

NDLON

https://ndlon.org/

805 Undocufund

https://805undocufund.org/

Catholic Charities of Los Angeles - Employment Partnership

https://catholiccharitiesla.org/

Northeast Los Angeles WorkSource Center

https://tinyurl.com/nela-wc

Pacific Asian Consortium in Employment

https://pacela.org/

Wilshire-Metro WorkSource Center

https://tinyurl.com/wm-wsc

New Economics for Women

https://neweconomicsforwomen.org/

Pars Equality Center

http://www.parsequalitycenter.org/

E M P L O Y M E N T  &
J O B  S E C U R I T Y

When the Woolsey fire

occurred, many immigrants

lost their place of

employment, which for many,

was their main source of

income. Many immigrant

workers come from low-

income households, so days

without employment means

days without money to

survive on. There are many

organizations that work to

help people get back on their

feet, ensure job security and

bring back income into the

household.

Employment Services

https://www.caljobs.ca.gov/vosnet/Default.aspx

Unemployment Insurance

1(800) 300-5616 | https://www.edd.ca.gov/Unemployment/

Disaster Employment Assistance

https://tinyurl.com/edd-dea

Department of Industrial Relations

https://tinyurl.com/dir-whswr

LOCAL

GENERAL



Lake Avenue Church of Pasadena

https://www.lakeave.org/care

St. Francis Center

https://www.stfranciscenterla.org/our-programs/

United Way LA

https://www.unitedwayla.org/en/

Southern California Counseling Center

https://www.sccc-la.org/

Los Angeles Gender Center

https://www.lagendercenter.org/

Amanecer Community Counseling Service

https://amanecerla.org/

Casa de la Familia Counseling

https://casadelafamilia.org/

H E A L T H  &
W E L L - B E I N G

The abruptness of a natural

disaster can be traumatic for

an individual, and people

suffer mental health issues as

a result. For immigrant

communities, this is amplified.

With the identities of being an

immigrant, low income for

some, undocumented for

some, and having language

barriers, a natural disaster

adds on to the stress that

already exists. Organizations 

seek to tackle these issues,

give immigrants a space to

process their feelings, and

give hope that it gets better.

In-Home Supportive Services

https://tinyurl.com/cdss-ihss

Crisis Counseling

https://tinyurl.com/dhcs-cmh

Disaster Distress Hotline

1(800) 985-5990 | Text TalkWithUs to 66746

Be Prepared California

https://tinyurl.com/cdph-bpc

Medi-Cal

https://tinyurl.com/dhcs-medi

Area Agencies on Aging

https://tinyurl.com/aging-ca

LOCAL

GENERAL



Natural disasters bring
about tough times, and
home, job and food
insecurity emerge from
such events. It is natural to
feel like there is no hope.
However, with the help of
your local and federal
community,  we will aid in
getting you back on your
feet.

REAL
PEOPLE.
REAL
STORIES.

A NATURAL DISASTER IS NOT
A LIFETIME OF DISASTER

Los Angeles County prides
itself for its diversity. With
immigrants making up 40%

of its population, Los
Angeles County ensures

efforts are made to  assist
families in need.

Many lives were negatively
impacted by the Woolsey
fire, and our hopes are that
when another natural
disaster strikes, we as a
community are prepared to
help immigrant families. 

FINAL TIPS FOR
IMMIGRANT

FAMILIES

Reach out to both local and
general resources during
your time of crisis. 

REACH OUT
YOU ARE NOT ALONE

As a government agency
working with immigrant
families, we value all you
have to offer, and your
health and well-being is our
priority.

LA COUNTY CARES




